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Holbrook Public Schools  

245 South Franklin Street      
Holbrook, MA 02343 
      

 

MINUTES OF THE HOLBROOK SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

Holbrook Junior-Senior High School Cafeteria 

October 24, 2013 
      

 

In Attendance:  School Committee: 

Barbara P. Davis, Chairperson  

John Flanagan, Vice Chairperson  

Elizabeth Tolson 

Patricia Lally, Superintendent of Schools 

Charles Mahoney, Business Manager  

Bridget Baker, Recording Secretary  

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:50 pm by Ms. Davis. 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Citizens Concerns 

There were no Citizen’s Concerns. 

 

John and Abigail Adams Scholarship Recipients 

Superintendent Lally recognized all of the John and Abigail Adams recipients which included 

Meaghan Comer, Ashley Davis, Sara Davis, Kevin Dela Cruz, David Delrosso, Nicholas 

DiGregorio, Abigail Edes, Brian Gomes, Brianna Healy, Nora Jerome, Jaliyah Jones-Robinson, 

Christopher Mann, Anastasia Mullen, Autumn Sands, Samantha Smith, and Kathleen Walker. 
 

MCAS Results Overview 

Ms. Mancuso gave a more detailed overview of the MCAS results than was presented at the 

September 25, 2013 School Committee meeting.  Ms. Mancuso stated that, as a result of the 

MCAS results, the classifications of each of the three schools are South School is Level 1, John 

F. Kennedy School is Level 2 and Holbrook Junior-Senior High School is Level 3.  As a result 

the district, which is classified by the lowest rating received, is Level 3. 

 

2012-2013 ELA Achievement Comparison 

Grade 10 percentage advanced improved by 24%.  Grade 8 percentage advanced improved by 

12%. Grade 6 Percentage Proficient increased by 11% although the percentage advanced 

decreased by 5%.  Grades 3, 4, 5 and 7 all decreased their combined percentages of percentage 

proficient and advanced. 

 

2012-2013 Mathematics Achievement Comparison 

Grade 8 had the greatest improvement of combined percentage advanced and percentage 

proficient.  Grade 8 improved from a combined percentage of 27% to 45% in percentage 
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advanced and percentage proficient.  Grade 3 decreased its combined percentage of percentage 

advanced and percentage proficient from 61% to 45%. 

 

2012-2013 Science Achievement Comparison 

This year the students made decent gains.  Grade 8 made improvements in needs improvement 

and proficient however there were no advanced.  Physics 9 made a 10% gain in advanced and a 

2% gain in proficient.  It was discovered that the 8
th

 grade subject matter was not aligned to what 

is being tested so that has been corrected. 

 

Ms. Tolson asked about grades 3, 4, and 5 drops in mathematics.  What can be concluded from 

this and how do we acknowledge that it’s there?  Ms. Hamilton responded that both she and Ms. 

DeRosa are aware that Everyday Math has failed students and that it is not 100% aligned.  

Roughly 15% is not aligned to the common core.  In response to this Ms. Hamilton and Ms. 

DeRosa have reworked the entire schedule to allow for consecutive time blocks and 

supplemental materials to make up where Everyday Math is lacking.  Not having Smart Boards 

at the Kennedy School is an issue that needs to be addressed.  Ms. Hamilton and Ms. DeRosa are 

coordinating peer coaching and subgroup education as well as building strong foundations for 

proper training to address gaps.  Mr. Hayward has also put special programs in place to help 

bridge these gaps. 

 

Mr. Flanagan commented that this is about the third year of decline with Grade 7 which would 

conclude that this is not a state problem.  Superintendent Lally responded that this will be 

addressed and fixed for next year.  Also, as of today all 7
th

 Grade classes now have Smart Boards 

so the students can experience the same technology they had at the elementary level. 

 

Student Advisory Committee 
The Student Advisory Committee commented on recent events that have occurred since the last 
School Committee meeting which included colleges visiting the Junior-Senior High School, a 
field trip to Salem, the Monster Mash, as well as Spirit Week.   
 

Superintendent Report 

Superintendent Lally commended all involved in last Thursday’s Student Government Day.  The 

event was very successful, engaged all involved and had a fantastic turnout.  It was a wonderful 

day with an impressive mock Town Meeting were all students were well behaved and well 

poised. 

 

The Walk to School Day was a fun and successful event that the kids really enjoyed.  The plan is 

to have another walk in May. 

 

Ms. Flynn spoke about the Right to Know Workshop that she will be attending.  The first part is 

Basic Rights workshop followed by an IEP for My Child Workshop for parents so they can be 

better participants in the process. 

 

On March 20
th

 there is a workshop on Managing ADHD in Teens and Young Adults.  This is a 

great resource for parents.  We are hoping to partner with Braintree and Weymouth on October 

30
th

 at 6:00pm at Thayer Public Library. 

 

Ms. Hamilton spoke about professional development.  She stated that both she and Ms. DeRosa 

have been very visible.  They are looking into why John Collins works in some places and not in 
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others.  Bill Atwood is working with schools to develop portfolios that will travel with the kids.  

There was a great response by all about Dr. Englander.  Today was district wide Professional 

Development which we need to tweak.  South School – looked at MCAS scores making sure if 

curriculum is consistent. 

 

The Permanent School Building Committee’s next meeting is at 7:00pm at HCAM.  The 

Building options have now been narrowed to 3.  The next step is to select the one choice that will 

hopefully be voted on in the fall.  Superintendent Lally urged all to attend and voice their input 

and to participate in the decision.  On November 6
th

 there will be another meeting in the JSHS 

Auditorium – time TBD. 

 

Superintendent Lally stated that we are going to be creating a District Emergency Team.  

Director of Facilities, Michael Bolger, Jr. will be in charge of this effort. 

 

Superintendent Lally and Ms. Hamilton attended an Emergency Response for Schools that was 

very informative. 

 

Superintendent Lally stated that Patty Oakley is available for Superintendent Evaluation Training 

on either Thursday, November 14
th

 or Thursday, December 12
th

.  The School Committee agreed 

to Thursday, November 11
th

.  Superintendent Lally will confirm with Ms. Oakley. 

 

Financial Update 

Mr. Mahoney commented that he was finally able to run a short version of his report for the 

School Committee.  Mr. Mahoney attended a conference yesterday that will hopefully help him 

be able to run reports differently.  He is working on final EOY report for 2013. 

 

Mr. Mahoney had an audit done of the Student Activity Account.  Mr. Mahoney suggested that 

everyone review and come back with questions at the next School Committee Meeting. 

 

Official voting delegate and alternate voting delegate for the Joint Conference in Hyannis on 

Friday, November 8, 2013. 
 
Voted: 
(Flanagan/Tolson) made a motion to approve John Flanagan as Official Voting Delegate for the 

Joint Conference in Hyannis on Friday, November 8, 2013. 

3-0-0 

 
Voted: 
(Flanagan/Tolson) made a motion to approve Barbara Davis as Alternate Voting Delegate for the 

Joint Conference in Hyannis on Friday, November 8, 2013. 

3-0-0 

 

SportsSmart Signature Healthcare Contract 

Superintendent Lally stated that legal counsel reviewed the SportSmart Signature contract and it 

was found to have no issues.  Mr. Flanagan asked if this is going to be included in the concussion 

policy and would this be used for all students?  Ms. Davis responded that there should be 

something in the policies about needing a baseline.  Mr. Flanagan commented that this seems 

useful – but in what way?  Plus there are some typos that need to be corrected. 
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Superintendent Lally commented that the expectation is that the coaches will take athletes to the 

computer lab and the athletic director would oversee.  If we use it must be for all.  

Superintendent Lally commented that the idea is that it starts with athletes then moves towards 

all students so we have a baseline in case of injury.  Mr. Flanagan stated that he would be willing 

to recommend although he does still have questions.   

 
Voted: 
(Flanagan/Tolson) made a motion to approve the SportsSmart Signature Healthcare Contract as a 

contract with typos corrected. 

3-0-0 

 

Bullying Policy 
 
Voted: 
(Flanagan/Tolson) made a motion to approve the second reading of the Bullying Policy. 

3-0-0 

 

Minutes from August 29, 2013 School Committee Meeting 
 

Voted: 
(Flanagan/Tolson) made a motion to approve the minutes from the August 29, 2013 School 

Committee meeting. 

2-1-0 

 

Ms. Tolson abstained since she was not at the August 29, 2013 School Committee Meeting.  

 

Minutes from September 25, 2013 School Committee Meeting 
 

Voted: 
(Flanagan/Tolson) made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 25, 2013 School 

Committee meeting. 

3-0-0 

 

Use of Facilities 

Ms. Davis stated that the policy for how Use of Facilities are managed needs to change.  

Requests are being submitted to School Committee without enough notice if there is an issue 

with the request.  Nominations for Sub-Committee members will be discussed at the next School 

Committee Meeting.   
 

Voted: 
(Flanagan/Tolson) made a motion to create a Use of Facilities Sub Committee so that only two of 

the School Committee members need to approve. 

3-0-0 
 
Voted: 
(Flanagan/Tolson) made a motion to approve the Use of Facilities for the Athletic Dinner at the 

JSHS Cafeteria, hallway and restrooms on Tuesday, October 22, 2013 from 5:00pm-9:30pm. 

 

3-0-0 
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Voted: 
(Flanagan/Tolson) made a motion to approve the Use of Facilities for the Monster Mash at the 

JSHS Cafeteria, lobby and restrooms on Wednesday, October 23, 2013 from 2:15pm to 9:00pm. 

 

3-0-0 

 
Voted: 
(Tolson/Flanagan) made a motion to approve the Use of Facilities for the Homecoming Dance at 

the JSHS Cafeteria, hallway and restrooms on Saturday, October 26, 2013 from 2:00pm to 

10:00pm. 

 

3-0-0 

 

School Committee Members Report 

Ms. Davis stated that she was fortunate enough to see the soccer and volleyball games and 

reminded everyone that Homecoming is this coming Saturday. 

 
 

 

 

ADJOURN or VOTE TO CONTINUE 
 

Voted: (Flanagan/Tolson) The School Committee made a motion to adjourn regular School 

Committee Meeting of October 24, 2013 at 8:25pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridget Baker 

School Committee Secretary 


